
“Crave the Wave in Gran Canaria” 
 

Pinguino surfboards 
A perfect place to learn. 

When I have been informed regarding the possibility of 
an internship, I immediately got excited. I thought 
about a warm place to have an enjoyable experience 
and of course, it quickly came to my mind the Island 
of Gran Canaria. It is not a secret that when talking 
about the most perfect climate, Las Palmas (capital of 
the island) always came on top. With its year round 
temperatures in the mid to high 20s and subtropical 
climate its not surprise that Gran Canaria is one of 
tourist´s favorite year-round holiday destinations.  

Therefore, after been accepted in a Surfboards 
production company as an interim, I started to 
organize my internship.   

The first day of my journey was more like discovering 
the city. I walked around Arinaga beach. I was so 
excited to touch the sea in this part of the world. It 
was easy for me to interact with people. They are 
friendly and nice and are very happy to welcoming 
visitors to the island. Of course, the task is even easier 
when you know the local language.    

Pinguino is a Finnish company 
established in Tampere Finland in 2012. 
It is now situated in an intersection of 
Atlantic swells. 

For Pinguino, surfing is a combination 
of freedom, friendship and cultures 
while being and individual sport 
beyond any other. 
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A normal day at Pinguino 

We started our day by reading orders to produce new 
surfboards. After identify clients’ type of boards and 
requirements we proceed to measure the work. With the 
help of a blancker and a polish machine we start to shape 
the board. After the board is shaped it moves to painting 
room and went the board is dry (usually takes 24 hours) 
the board is transfer to the lamination room to be covert 
with fiberglass.   

How long does it take to make a 
Surfboard? 
It is a long process, which can take for shaping around 3 or 4 
hours and glassing can take 3 or 4 days.  The many different 
stages are needed to produce and ensure a good quality 
board. 

Repairing boards 
At Pinguino we are also encouraged to repair boards so in 
case there is some mistakes or malfunction, we (the 
workers) needed to fix the product. In my case, I was in 
charge of all boards having therefore the possibility no only 
to learn the making process but also the maintenance and 
reparation. 

 
 

Each Pinguino surfboard is hand shaped to 
suit your weight, surfing style & skills. 
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Spanish Culture Around The Island 

Gran Canaria is full of different ambient and spirit. The people around the island are always friendly and cheerful. 
From a simple Thursday´s tapas to a large feast of delicious food accompanied by a exquisite wine. During holidays 

they like to go to the beach to surf and relax. Indeed, surfing is the main activity for tourist and also locals. The 
attraction seems to be fascinated by young and even old people. There is not Sunday without surfing. 

“The House of Christopher Columbus” or “Columbus 
House” 

This palace was the residence of the first governors of 
the island and it is claimed that Christopher Columbus 
stayed there in 1492 while one of his ships was repaired.  

 

Read more: https://www.spain-holiday.com/Gran-
Canaria/articles/following-in-the-footsteps-of-christopher-
columbus-in-las-palmas-de-gran-canaria  

During my stay in the island, I also got to visit 
very interesting places: “La Cueva Pintada” 
(The Painted Cave). The Cueva Pintada is a 
museum located inside of a cave as a result of 
more than 24 years of excavation and 
conservation work of a valuable archaeological 
group. This cave is considered to be the house 
of the first habitants of the island.  

Read more: 
http://www.grancanaria.com/patronato_turismo/C
ueva-Pintada-Museum.16084.0.html  
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In My last week at Pinguino team, Pauli my supervisor decided that I was ready to build my own surfboard!  

Even though my challenge was though, I was very happy to show him my work! 

BLANKER – is the most important piece from where 
you start to shape the surfboard. 

 

It is recommendable to use a 
special mask to avoid 
contamination and bronchial   
problems. 
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Measurement takes part to ensure the effectiveness of the table. Angles are marked 
to shape in a proper way the board. 
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At Pinguino we use the best quality 

paint to ensure a lasting nice looking 

surfboard. 

 

 

The finally part of the process is the 
painting section. After the board is dry we 
start we the actual design of the board. The 
artistic part comes around to inspire the 
creator according with client necessity.   
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Since we are growing in this business, 
we take care of our IP rights. At the end 
of the process we stamp our logo to 
every surfboard to distinguish our 
product from other brands and markets. 
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A successful journey has ended but the experience will remind in my 

mind forever! 


